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FUNDAMENTALS OF CHEMOTHERAPY. By William B. Pratt. Oxford University
Press, New York, 1973. xiii, 332 pp. $10.50 cloth; $6.95 paper.
This volunme is neither a comprehensive textbook of pharmacological therapeu-
tics nor an in-depth survey of recent advances in the areas of antibiotic, antifungal,
antiparasitic, antiviral or anticancer therapies. It is, however, an admirable com-
promise, or hybrid, if you will, of these two entities. In so far as the book should
mainly appeal as a textbook to many graduate and medical students it is a well-
organized, insightful introduction to the broad subject of chemotherapy. Also,
though, the more advanced reader from another discipline who seeks information
in this area will not find the presentation oversimplistic, nor will he need feel that
current literature has been slighted in deference to pedagogic necessity.
This volume has a definite emphasis upon the scientific basis for chemotherapeu-
tics, and the clinician seeking purely clinical information will probably not find
what is sought in this work. The inquiring student, house staff officer or clinical
scientist, however, will discover a much more readable and, in many cases, more
enlightening account of the basic science principles underlying chemotherapy than
in any other standard pharmacological textbook. In addition, the references seem
to me to be particularly relevant, up to date, and would serve as an excellent basis
for further study. I found the treatment of antiviral agents and antineoplastic agents
to be particularly well executed. In short, the author has designed a text for a
rather specialized and limited purpose, and he has succeeded with rare flourish.
NEIL BLUMBERG
Fourth Year Student
Yale University School of Medicine
INTERNATIONAL REVIEW OF EXPERIMENTAL PATHOLOGY. Volume 12. Edited by
G. W. Richter and M. A. Epstein. Academic Press, Inc., New York, 1973. xii,
346 pp. $23.50.
This volume is the 12th in a series of volumes which contain reviews of specific
areas of medicine where knowledge has been significantly advanced by laboratory
research. In this volume five topics are covered.
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